
 

 

The Chowder Chatter  
Newsletter of the Caloosahatchee Marching & Chowder Society  

A Premiere Sailing Club of Southwest Florida  

 

Next Full Moon February 7         February 2012  

COMMODORE'S MESSAGE  
Ahoy there all you black hearted swabs of the infamous Southwestern Coast, better known as 

òThe Societyó.  The Caloosahatchee Marching and Chowder Society that is.  Interestingly - Janu-

ary did not contain many planned CMCS activities.  But somehow, we've managed to keep lively.  

 

New Year's Eve -  OK - this really took place in 2011 - but this month has the Cruise Report.  

Carolyn Wilson set the whole thing up with Fisherman's Village.  

Change of Watch - organized by Elise Missall -  was a great success.  

CMCS launched a brand spankin' new web site!  Head out to cmcs- sail.org  and take a look.  

Every month I will publish a tip on something to look for on our web site.  

This brand new Commodore got to lead his first board meeting.  And - if I do say so myself -  much was accomplished.  

Purser Stier made us toe the line.  We all acted like we understood what Tim was talking about, and actually passed a 

budget for 2012.  To make things even more inconceivable, the board even passed a FIVE YEAR FINANCIAL PLAN!  We 

have a great group of people on the board this year.  

Rose Ann Hoffman led the Ladies Bridge Club to the Planetarium.  

V.C. Roake marched the captains and crews around the buoys for all three races of our chilly Chili Cook -Off Regatta.  

Our final event of January was the fiery Chili Cook -Off.  Candice Theile put out the call, and 15 Chili Chefs entertained 

and amazed over 85 -starving members of the Society.  

 

CMCS is just amazing with how everyone just pitches in to make things happen.  Check out the various reports in this month's 

edition of The Chowder Chatter.  

 

Hey everyone - we've got several BIG EVENTS coming up in February!  

The EPOL Cruise at Legacy Marina.  The marina has warned us the place will be busy, and a few of us may have to raft -

up.  Remember - make your reservation thru Paul Steinman, but you'll pay the marina when docked.  

Member Appreciation Night on the 21 st !  Make sure you're there because the club springs for appetizers.  Also, remem-

ber to pick up your 2012 CMCS Calendars!  

Edison Gulf Regatta on the 25 th .  V.C. Roake is also trying to organize an After Race Social.   

 

Web Guru's February Tip:   Have you seen the new on-line calendar?  It's under òAbout Usó.  And, take a look at the òRecent 

Society Stuffó by scrolling down on the Home Page. 

 

May your winds be fair, and may your anchor never drag!  

     Commodore Glen Vetter  
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We started the year with the CMCS annual Change of Watch Dinner on Saturday, January 7, where many awards 

including the 2011 overall racing awards were presented.   

 

The Multi -Hull Division Fleet Champion Award was presented to Erik Soronenõs Triumph.  The Spinnaker Division Fleet 

Championship Award was presented to Forrest Bankõs Midnite Rider.  The Non-Spinnaker Division Fleet Championship 

Award went to Cecil Hazenõs Desperado,  and the True Cruising Division Fleet Championship Award went to David 

Naumannõs Jolly Mon .  This award is presented to the boat with the combined best scores in all of the yearõs races in 

each division.  For further details, see the CMCS calendar for scoring procedures.  

 

In the 2011 Buoy Series, Cecil Hazenõs Desperado  was first overall in the Non -Spinnaker Division, followed by Steve 

Romaineõs Air Supply  and Tom Hornerõs Bentley.  In the True Cruising Division David Naumannõs Jolly Mon  was first 

overall followed by Bev Duffõs Chase The Clouds  and Roger Hortonõs Wicked Wicked Ways .  No boats qualified in the 

Spinnaker or Multi -Hull divisions.  To qualify, a boat had to participate in at least five of the six events.  

 

In the 2011 Distance Series, Forrest Bankõs Midnite Rider  was first overall in the Spinnaker Division, followed by Joel Andrewsõ Macushla .  In the Non -

Spinnaker Division, Cecil Hazenõs Desperado  was first overall, followed by Steve Romaineõs Air Supply  and Tom Hornerõs Bentley  (tied).  In the True 

Cruising Division, Roger Hortonõs Wicked Wicked Ways  was first overall followed by David Naumannõs Jolly Mon  and Dan Merrimanõs Air Boss .  In the 

Multi -Hull Division, Ned Christensenõs Passion III  was first overall followed by Erik Soronenõs Triumph .  To qualify, a boat had to participate in at least 

two of the three scored events.  (The Estebel Night Race was not scored, as it was a re -sailed event).  

 

This yearõs racing program began with the first races of the 2012 Buoy Series on Saturday, January 14, 2012.  Perhaps it was our first annual Frost -

Bite Regatta, or the Chilly Cook -Off Regatta.  Anyway, we had a great turnout for such a cold and blustery morning where some pr obably left the dock 

in temperatures hovering around 50 degrees.  Fifteen boats were signed up to race with one cancellation and one stuck due to low tides.  In the Spinna-

ker Division, Eric Milbrandtõs Full Tilt  was first.  In the Non -Spinnnaker Division (with seven boats competing) Steve Romaineõs Air Supply  was first, 

followed by Cecil Hazenõs Desperado  and Roger Hortonõs Wicked Wicked Ways .  In the True Cruising Division (with five boats competing) David 

Naumannõs Jolly Mon  was first, followed by Diane Fowlerõs Windy City  and Brock Johnsonõs Vixen .  

 

The next race is the Edison Gulf Regatta on Saturday, February 25.  

Weõre looking for volunteers to organize a post-race party after the Edison Gulf Regatta in February and the Festival of the Isl ands Regatta in Novem-

ber.  Time is short!  Please contact me if youõre interested. 

 

Hopefully, weõll have some volunteers to be daily Race Committee boats so the burden doesnõt rest on only the chairman.  Those wishing to sign up for 

this duty would be appreciated.  Sign up early and pick the race you want to be RC for before theyõre all gone!  

 

The Buoy Series will now be scored based on the results of individual races with the best 80% of the races counted, rather th an the Regatta method 

used this year.  There will not be a Distance Series this year.  Awards will be presented for each of the distance races.  Th ere  will no longer be daily 

awards after each regatta.  

 

In lieu of scratch sheets, a roster of boats will be made available to all racers as new boats are added.  The roster will be  similar to a scratch sheet 

with boats sorted by division, with sail numbers, and handicaps listed.  The roster may not reflect boats actually competing in a particular event, how-

ever.  Check-ins with the Race Committee on race day will be more important!  

 

There will no longer be skippers meetings before races except for Summerset.   

 

Recently, I conducted a very informal survey of racers competing in the True Cruising Division.  The purpose of the survey wa s t o determine whether 

the rules contained in Appendix E of the WFPHRF Rules were in need of some òfine tuningó or total revamping.  The focus was on t he definition of a 

boatõs eligibility to race in the True Cruising Division.  The group was satisfied overall with Appendix E but there did seem to  be a need for some 

changes.  I have begun working on a draft of those changes for review by the True Cruisers.  If a consensus can be reached lo cally, this will be for-

warded on to WFPHRF for their consideration.  

 

In case you didnõt know, Iõm your local WFPHRF handicap committee representative.  If you have any questions, problems or concer ns regarding the 

handicapping process, please feel free to contact me.  Iõll try to assist you in any way I can. 

 

 

Rear Commodore of Racing  

Steve Roake  

RACING NEWS  
 



 

 3 

Our  first big cruise of  2012 will be the Edison Parade of Lights Cruise, commonly known as 

EPOL.   Reservations have been made at  Legacy Habour Marina, from Friday, Feb. 17 th  thru 

Sunday, Feb. 19 th .   Once again, they have given us the special rate of $1.80 per foot .  BEST 

DEAL IN OUR AREA!     Legacy Marina is requesting a roster of participating boats  by  FEB. 

1st .   If you plan on sailing up river to spend  one, or both nights at the marina, please contact me 

at  ArgusGdn@comcast.net ,  or phone me at 239 -278 -3733 (office number).   I will be the point 

of contact for this cruise and  will forward the roster of participating boats to the marina.  

Please include your boat name and the number of nights you will spending at the marina.  Please 

advise your boat information including length, width, depth.  

Legacy Harbour Marina  is located at 2044 West First Street, downtown Ft. Myers.  Members 

are welcome to drive up on Friday or Saturday.  

Friday Night : Cocktails at 1700 hrs   in and around the docks and Tiki Hut area.  Everyone 

attending please bring an appetizer to share.  For  dinner on your own ~ those who want can order Pizzia, or walk over to one  

of the many nearby restaurants.  

Saturday : All you can eat oysters starting about 1100 hrs .  Tentative location is the TIKI HUT area at the Marina.  

Of course Volunteers are solicited for both setup & teardown and of course oyster shucking!   All bring your shucking knifes 

and gloves!   Please let Bev know the who is willing to help out.  The club will provide plates, utensils  and condiments.  B rin g 

your appetite and a beverage.  Cost will be  $10.00 per person for all you can eat.  

That evening there will be a potluck dinner at the TIKI HUT .  Bring a dish to share.  Again, plates and utensils will be sup-

plied.   Following the meal, òCMCSersó can walk the short distance over to the Edison Parade of Light that begins at 1900hrs.  

Go to  www.edisonfestival.org     for more information.  

Sunday:  

No  formal  breakfast is planned, so either eat on your boat or walk to one of the nearby restaurants.  

 

The Edison Parade of Light is a very special occasion to the Fort Myers area.  Plan on decorating your boat with white 

òChristmasó type light while at the marina.  Dressing up our boats displays Thomas Edisonõs legacy of electric light. If anyone 

has some extra lights to spare, please advise!  

 

OK  for your check list:  Reservations to Bev Duff by Feb 1 st   f/ Marina use  

       Oyster fest count to Bev Duff by  Feb. 10 th  

       Volunteers are always appreciated ~ contact me to volunteer.  

Vice Commodore of Crusing  

Bev Duff  

                        

  2012 Edison Parade Of Lights All You Can Eat Oyster Feed  

     February 18  

 

     Names of people attending:     -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

                                                      -------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------  

                                                      -------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------  

     All you can eat oysters:  

                                      Number of people to eat oysters at  $10.00 per person: $_______________  

 

                                      Total amount enclosed:                                                     $______________ __  

 

                                                 Please make checks payable to CMCS and mail to:      

                                           Bev Duff, 3705 McKinley Ave, Fort Myers,  FL. 33901    

FEBRUARYõS 2012 CRUISING REPORT 

mailto:ArgusGdn@comcast.net
http://www.edisonfestival.org
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The cruise started as all Christmas cruises do with the participating boats loosely gathering at Pelican Harbor a day or so a fte r Christmas.  

With few exceptions, all boats stop at Pelican coming and going to Fishermanõs Village. Most were there the nights of December 2 8-29.  ôChase 

the Cloudsõ hosted the required get together.  There were about 18 boats from the club represented.  ôChase the Cloudsõ had grand baby Ais-

lynn on board, so it made sense that the group came to the baby rather than the baby coming to the group.  Ever thus has it b een so! 

 

Thursday, Dec. 29 was a free day.  Some went to the Lazy Flamingo, some did Pelican Harbor - Cayo Costa things, and one boat went  to Don 

Pedro.   Dog beach found us all there for the evening check in.  Friday everyone left.  A couple of boats went to Bertõs in Matl acha to party 

with land cruisers.  Everyone else motor -sailed to Fishermanõs Village.  Laundry, biking, shopping, and general milling around by all concerned.   

Evening get together was under the twinkling lights in the trees near the Fishermanõs Village pool.  Eighteen boats found their way to the Ma-

rina for New Yearõs Eve. 

 

New Yearõs Eve day was mostly more of the same from Friday afternoon -  Resting up for the bacchanalia to come. Both boat and la nd cruisers 

assembled in the community room promptly at 5 p.m. to get things started.  Plenty of food and beverages and a group of about 40 took a prac-

tice run at the first round of food and beverage. Thanks to Bev for recognizing the party crashers and eliminating them from the  party!  Can 

you imagine crashing a CMCS cocktail hour as your big event for New Yearõs Eve? Eighteen headed off to The Captainõs Table for d inner while 

the rest broke out a tremendous buffet for the pot luck.   

 

Special thanks to Raimund Haunholter for all his efforts to put together another fine meal at the restaurant.  He even procur ed a bottle of 

wine donated by the manager of the restaurant.  Raimund conducted a raffle and Judy Sheldon from Merry Morgan  won.  She graciously gave 

it to Raimund in thanks for all he did.  Raimund also made up an informational brochure so that all of us would know what was  going on all week-

end!  After dinner, everyone reconnoitered near the pool foréwait for itémore food and beverages.  This time donated by the Mari na, who also 

provided a live band.  Besides all this, the shopping mall had more entertainmenté.you could get glitter of most any color sprayed into your 

hair, balloon creatures, magic show, and temporary tattoos.  OK, this was mostly for kids, but some of us were tempted.  They  had a couple of 

bands, too.  All free. Midnight ð champagne toasts all around.  

 

With looming freezing temperatures and more wind than most care for, Sunday morning the fleet mostly departed for Pelican, Sc hoolhouse 

Bay (hurricane hole), or home. No known yellow flag incidents occurred from any of the boats participating in the weekend.  T her e is a rumor 

that a worthy event did happené.. 

 

Boats attending in no particular order: Bridget OõToole, Antares, Barefeet, Chase the Clouds, Zydeco, Ariel, Air Boss, Samphire,  Hyde Away, 

Tyrolia, Kestrel II, Tenacious, Merry Morgan, Sea Puppy, Judy Judy, Four Seasons, Tanglefoot, Blank Check, Win, Vixen, Trust Me!!! 

 

If you want to attend next yearõs event, please give me a shouté.email treefinder@bridgetotoole.com   or 239 283 1138. We have already 

started a list.  Have the room reserved.  

 

Carolyn Wilson  

CMCS  Christmas - New Yearõs Cruise 

The CMCS Fleet docked at Fishermanõs Village Marina for New Years Cruise. Celebrating the new year are Dan Green, Mary Misenheimer, Carolyn Preston, Bev 

Duff, Bill Misenheimer, Carolyn Wilson, Mel Rudd and Ben Preston.  

mailto:treefinder@bridgetotoole.com


 

 

 

Franklin Lock July 4 Cruise  

 

If you havenõt made your reservations for the Franklins 

Lock Cruise, take note of the following changes:  

 Since the holiday itself falls on a Wednesday, we are 

splitting the cruise into 2 parts.   Part A will arrive at the 

Franklin Lock on Friday the 31st of June and depart on 

Monday the 2nd of July.   Don Lawson and Joan Perkett will 

be the cruise leaders for Part A.   Part B will arrive at the 

Franklin Locks on the 2nd   of July and depart on the 5th 

of July.    Russell and Kathleen Vance will be the cruise 

leaders for Part B.   CMCS members and guests can come 

and go anytime during this six day cruise.   Part A and Part 

B will have tons of activities for everyone.   Details will be 

forthcoming in the June edition of the Chowder Chatter.   

 Since there are a very limited number of slips that can be 

reserved, more boats will be able to participate.   Members 

who work will be able to spend the weekend and head back 

to work for a day or two before the holiday.   Those who 

stay for the actual holiday should be treated to a great 

firework show by the upriver locals.   

 Contact the Vances or the Lawson -Perkettõs with any 

questions that come up.  

 

Racing News  

The Golden Conch Regatta was hosted by Platinum 

Point Yacht Club in Charlotte Harbor on Saturday 

and Sunday, January 21- 22, 2012.  Twenty -nine 

boats participated, including Erik Soronenõs Tri-

umph, Steve Roamineõs Air Supply , Tom Hornerõs 

Bentley, Diane Fowlerõs Windy City , David 

Naumannõs Jolly Mon , Brock Johnsonõs Vixen  and 

Roger Hortonõs Wicked Wicked Ways .  Seven of 

the twenty -nine boats were from the Caloosa-

hatchee area, or almost a fourth of the partici-

pants. 

 

Erik Soronenõs Triumph  was third in the Multi -Hull 

Division; Steve Romaineõs Air Supply  was first in 

the Non -Spinnaker Division; Tom Hornerõs Bentley  

was fourth in the Non -Spinnaker Division; David 

Naumannõs Jolly Mon  was first in the True Cruising 

òAó Division; Brock Johnsonõs Vixen  was second in 

the True Cruising òAó Division; Diane Fowlerõs 

Windy City  was fourth in the True Cruising òAó Di-

vision; and Roger Hortonõs Wicked Wicked Ways  

was first in the True Cruising òBó Division.     

New Yearõs Cruise ~ 

Party progresses on the Porch  Sea Puppy passes a replica ship at Fishermanõs Vil-

News You Need to Know  
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 Ladies Bridge Club 
 

 

 

 

January 11  - The Planetarium at the Calusa Nature Center had 27 visitors from CMCS and the Fort Myers 

Beach Yacht Club. Carol Holmberg had 2 members of the SW Florida Astronomical Socity bring their ôscopesõ to 

view Jupiter through the clouds. We saw 4 shows which included the winter stars and stars in the universe.  

 

February 12  -  Ladies Day Sail on òChase The Cloudsó with Capt. Bev Duff. BYOB, lunch and a snack to 

share. This event for members only and a max of 8 people. Rall Rose Ann Hoffman at 239 -540 -1911 or email at 

rasails22@gmail.com 

 

March 10 -  òCMCS Gale Walkers ð Runnersó will be participating in the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Walk 

and Race. Register and donate on line at raceinfo@Komenfl.org . Danny Hazen is our contact on this event.  

2012 CMCS Cruise Leaders         ** = requires marina 

reservations  Cruise Name  2011 Leaders  2012 Leaders  2012 Dates  

EPOL ** (reserved)  Ned Christensen  Rose Ann Hoffman & Paul Steinman  February 17 -19 

Pelican Bay Tom / Linda / Pnut Koenig  Tom / Linda / Maggie Koenig  March 9 -11 

Cape Haze **  Gerry & Kathy Wellens  Gerry & Kathy Wellens  March 29 - April 1  

San T'weenie ** (reserved)  Jerry & Carol Pim  Steve Romain & Cindy Carlino April 13 -15 

Heading North (10 -days) Russell & Kathleen Vance   April 27 - May 6 

Danger Island  Russell & Kathleen Vance Russell & Kathleen Vance May 25 -28 

10,000 Islands (9 -days) Ben & Carolyn Preston Ben & Carolyn Preston June 2 -10 

Fisherman's Village **  Bob & Bev Duff  Bob & Bev Duff  June 13-17 

Franklin Locks  Don Lawson & Joan Perkett  Don  Lawson & Joan Perkett  

Russel and Kathleen Vance 

June 30 - July 2  

July 2 - July 5  

T'ween Waters ** (reserved)  Gary & Jean Blessing  Gary & Jean Blessing  August 3 -6 

Where the Wind Blows  Bob & Bev Duff    September 1 -3 

South Seas Plantation **  Susan & John Reekie Russell & Kathleen Vance September 14 -16 

Summerset Cruise  Steve Romaine Joan Perkett & Steve Romaine  October 5 -7 

Halloween Charles & Judy Tomlins  Charles & Judy Tomlins  October 26 -28 

Sanibel Bight / Macomber Book Bash  

Kim Brown & Judy Anderson    

November 16-18 

Thanksgiving Deedee & Tim Cheek   November 22 -25 

New Years **  Carolyn Wilson  Carolyn Wilson  December 27 -31 

mailto:rasails22@gmail.com
mailto:raceinfo@Komenfl.org


 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  And CMCS is off to a great start with the Annual Change of Watch 

Dinner and the Chili Cook -off.  And all those hardy Sailors racing the Chili Cook -off 

Race  with very  òChillió  weather.  Certainly the hot Chili (either spicy hot or stove 

heated) was very welcome.  

 

Recruiting continues and there were many applications processed since the new Calendar 

went to press.  The Calendar/ Directory was available at the Chili Cook -off and will be 

once again available at the February  Membership meeting. Unfortunately several mem-

bers renewed after the òdrop deadó date so they will be reflected here as well so you 

call can update your calendars.  

Returning members are  Greg & Janna Holmes  with their boat Tip Sea   and  long time 

members,  Dwight & Christa Wilson   on Bescheptz.  Looking forward to seeing  all of 

you out on the water and at CMCS events.  

 

 

Just received a   Crew  application from Cari Gunsaulus who is new to sailing and looking 

for opportunities to learn more about sailing.  Debra George is her sponsor.  

 

PHOTO OPP !!! Something new is getting photos of new members  and having that photo accompany the member-

ship announcement. In the Chatter.  Please make sure to drop by the membership table so we can do  òcatch-upó  

for this.  Hoping that by publishing photo  along with the name it will help members  get to know one another eas-

ier. Itõs always nice to be recognized and get our new folks involved with the activities of the club. 
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Summerset 2012  

October 6 ñ6 

The 47 th  Summerset Regatta is scheduled for October 5 th  ð 

7 th , which seems like a long time away but the work is already 

beginning.  Activities will once again center around the fabulous 

Pink Shell Resort.  We will be forming the committee and de-

briefing last yearõs team soon in order to put together the best possible event. 

So what can you do now to help?  Number one is support our sponsors.  Novemberõs 

issue of the Chowder Chatter featured our 2011 Gold Sponsors; Decemberõs featured 

our Silver Sponsors.  When in doubt, check the official regatta T -shirt for our sup-

porters.  If you have a choice between patronizing several businesses, choose the one who supports our cause if 

all else is equal.  Or stop in wearing your T -shirt and tell them thank you for supporting youth sailing through our 

regatta.  I did this before and ended up getting an additional discount!  

Another way to help is to reciprocate with other clubsõ big events, such as Punta Gorda Sailing Clubõs Conquista-

dor Cup which is coming up on March 3 rd -4 th .  Building camaraderie and friendly rivalry gives incentives to partici-

pate.  

Look for other updates, such as another West Marine Community Day to benefit the Edison Sailing Center.  In 

the meanwhile, I am open to any and all ideas for a fabulous 2012 Summerset.  

Vice Commodore of Summerset  

Joan Perket  

FLEET RECRUITER 

   Bev Duff  

   membership@cmcs-sail.org  

Membership Report  

mailto:membership@cmcs-sail.org
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Speaking at Feb 21 meeting ~  


